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PEAK

Women hom Shimagana

Painted by Katsukawa Shunsho

The lady Yamato (right) holds a folding pocket-mirror in one hand while she
paints her lips with rouge with the other hand. The other lady, Kiyosaki, holds
up a magnifying-glass in her left hand. On the stand at the right is a “peep-
box” —an optical viewing-device. Both the magnifying-glass and viewing-device
were probably imported from abroad and were very unusual novelties in Japan
at the time this print was published (circa 1770). There is a possible connec-
tion between these imported accessories and the title of the print, which implies
“returning boats” at sunset.
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